FOLLOWING YOUR ANCESTORS
THRU U. S. MILITARY RECORDS

An Introduction



1: Introduction: A Large And Complex Subject

Government sources: federal, state, county, local

Non-government sources: Military unit associations, histories, and museums;
linage societies - DAR; veteran’s organizations - VFW

o O

Records on-line and microfilmed

Many are not indexed

Many are only available as copies of original paper files; NARA, NPRC
Records exist for peacetime as well as wartime service

I N O W

Extremely useful genealogy information
< Vital information: birth, death & burial, physical characteristics, medical records
<+ Residence: bounty land warrants, pensions (veteran, widow, or orphans)
<+ Rank, training, combat service, medals, awards, KIA, MIA

I have an introduction, learning resources, research websites, examples
of typical military records, and National Archives records requests

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/U.S. Military Records Class Handout




What Are United States Military Records?

Q Chances are good that an ancestor(s) served in the military, if served prior to 1973
O General Types of Military Records:

<+ Enlistment, Draft, Conscription, or Selective Service Records
<+ Compiled Service Records: Revolution through Civil War

> Muster rolls, pay vouchers, other records compiled into one file.
> Can provide rank, unit, date mustered in and out, basic biographical info, medical info, military info

<+ Service Records:
> State: militia, volunteer, National Guard
> Federal (regular) forces
> Proves military service: ID number, unit, rank, awards, stations, training, etc.

<+ Bounty Land Warrants:

> Federal government granted bounty land for service in: Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican War,
Indian wars between 1790 and 1855

> Some states gave bounty land to state veterans

< Pension or Veteran Records:
> Pension Applications and Pension Payment Records:
> Based on service in the armed forces of the United States between 1775 and 1916
> Pension applications and payments for veterans, their widows, and children
> Pension application files usually provide the most genealogical information

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United States Military Records
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Other Types Of Records Related To The Military

Q Unit histories, rosters, biographies
O Cemetery Records: first national military cemeteries created in 1862

O National Homes for Disabled Soldiers:
<+ KEstablished national homes for disabled veterans in 1866
<+ Combined with other veteran's agencies in 1930 to form VA

O Veterans and Lineage Society Records: May exist at a national or state level:
DAR, VFW, American Legion, DAYV, etc.

0 Biographies: Prominent military personnel may be found in published military
biographical dictionaries.

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/U.S. Military Records Class Handout#OTHER TYPES OF REC
ORDS RELATED TO THE MILITARY




Getting Started: Was Grandpa in the Military?

America’s Wars and Campaigns

Q Colonial Wars, 1643 — 1763* Q Boxer Rebellion, 1900 (China)
a Revolutionary War, 1775 -1783 0 Mexican Expedition, 1916

a War of 1812, 1812 - 1815 (Pancho Villa)**

aQ Mexican War, 1846 - 1848 QWorld War 1, 1917 - 1918

Q Civil War, 1861 - 1865 Q World War 11, 1941 - 1945
QIndian Wars, 1675 - 1890s Q Korean War, 1950 - 1953

Q Spanish-American War, 1898 Q Vietnam War, 1964 - 1972

Q Philippine Insurrection,
1899 - 19()?2 **My mother & family lived in Columbus, NM during

Villa’s raid

*| https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial American_military history
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Useful Information For Search

Most useful after name: serial, service or ID number

Service branch: Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marines, Navy

Rank: Enlisted or Officer

Regular Federal service OR State service (militia, volunteer, or National Guard)

Induction center location: enlistment office, ROTC, service academies, Officer
Training Schools

Unit(s)
Specialty: MOS, AFSC, Rating
Service locations (stateside or overseas) - war or peacetime

Birth date and place



https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ages of Servicemen in_Wars

AGES OF SEXVICENEIN 1IN WAK

Clues to military service: Ages of Servicemen in Wars



More Clues To Military Service
Q Federal Census: 1840, 1890%, 1910, 1930, some state censuses

0O Death certificates, cemetery records and tombstones, diaries, family
stories, memorabilia, letters, photographs in uniform

O Land bounty warrants, pension applications, naturalization
records, newspaper/magazine articles, obituaries, local histories

Q Discharge papers: DD214 starting in 1950; see appendix for
examples of older discharge forms from 1922 and 1980

* Most of the 1890 census was destroyed by fire, BUT some veteran’s schedules
survived.

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United States Military Online Genealogy Records

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United States Census Veterans Schedules
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https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/US Military Record Finder
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2: Learning Resources

d Family Search, Ancestry, Fold 3, YouTube, and other websites have
learning resources for military records

(1 The Family History Guide is a one-stop genealogy learning resource



Continue Learning at The Family History Guide

Q The Family History Guide:
www.thethguide.com

Q Partners: American Ancestors, Ancestry,
FamilySearch, Findmypast, Fold3,
Geneanet, MyHeritage

Q Other web sites: genealogy.com, BY U,
YouTube, Thoughtco.com, etc.

Q Best single website for Family History training

0 Links to Articles and Videos

a Free

Q For learning, not for searching



Learning more about U. S. Military Records

From The Family History Guide Home Page

Click on “Countries” tab

Select “United States”

Select “E: Military 1. Records”

See articles and videos from The Family History Guide Partners

O O 0 0 0 O

See The Family History Guide handout for training details

https://thethguide.com/project-9-united-statesel .html#goal-el




3: Examples of Typical Military and
Military Related Records & Websites



Ancestry.com: Military Records

Q Ancestry Home Page
“* Search
> Military Records

https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/39/
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Example Civil War Draft Registration: Ancestry.com

0 (Robert W Cooper
< Draft Registration
< Did he serve in civil war?
< Is this the right Robert Cooper?

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1666/32178 620305173 0137-00097?pid=1011859&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dl1?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1666%%26h%3D1011859%26tid%3D %26pid%3D%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26 phsrc%3Dqv03%26 phstart%3DsuccessSourc (5
e&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true& phsrc=qyQ3& phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true




Example World War 11 Soldier: fold3

https://www.fold3.com/

¢ Search all records (Advanced
Search): Henry F Barrett

https://www.fold3.com/record/83558177/henry-f-barrett-wwii-army-enlistment-records
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Example Civil War Compiled Service Record: Ancestry.com

Veteran’s footstone

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2322&h=9087391 & tid=&pid=&useP

UB=true& phsrc=uni353& phstart=successSource

17
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Civil War Compiled Service Record
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 Muster Roll of Company E of 17t Alabama Infantry
Regiment

1 Ancestry.com/Military Records

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1736/31296 195413-00005?pid=112877&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll? phsrc%3Duni405%26 phstart%3DsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3Dtrue%26indiv%3D1%26db%3Dalcivilwarmuster%26gsfn%3DThomas%?2
520Valentine%26gsIn%3DBarrett%26msbdy%3D1830%26msrpn__ftp%3DSouthern%2520Division,%2520Randolph,%2520Alabama,%2520USA %26msid
v%3D1861%26ssrc%3Dpt_t116584357 p330158449080%26 F00050A8%3D17th%2520Alabama%2520Infantry%26new%3D1%26rank%3D1%26redir%3
Dfalse%26uidh%3Djv9%26gss%3Dangs-
d%26pcat%3D39%26th%3D5%26h%3D112877%26recoff%3D6%25207%25208%26ml_rpos%3D6&ssre=pt_t116584357 p330158449080&treeid=1165843
S7&personid=330158449080&hintid=&usePUB=true& phsrc=uni405& phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true#?imageld=31296 195413-00006
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Example Civil War Enlistment Record
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll? phsrc=uni406& phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&indiv=1&db=civilwar histdatasys&gsftn=Jacob&gsl
n=Grody&msrpn__ftp=ohio,%20usa&msrpn=38&msidyv=1861&msipn__ftp=0hio,%20usa&msipn=38&new=1&rank=1&r
edir=false&uidh=jv9&gss=angs-d&pcat=39&th=0&h=458052&recoff=&ml_rpos=1
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Example 1890 Census - Civil War Veteran’s & Widows
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Example Civil War Pension File

Fold3

The National Archives

Relationship: Mother

Pensioner Surname: Stanley

Veteran Given Name: Francis M

State Of Service: West Virginia

Company: C

Veteran Surname: Stanley

Application Number: WC130899

Regiment: 1

Pensioner Given Name: Hannah

Arm of Service: Veteran Infantry

Views:4

Case Files of Approved Pension Applications of Widows and Other Dependents of Civil
War Veterans, ca. 1861 - ca. 1910

Content Source: NARA

Fold3 Job: 08-063

Fold3 Publication Year: 2008

Language: English

National Archives Catalog ID: 300020

National Archives Catalog Title: Case Files of Approved Pension Applications of
Widows and Other Veterans of the Army and Navy Who Served Mainly in the Civil War
and the War With Spain, compiled 1861 - 1934

Partner: Family Search

Record Group: 15

Short Description: Approved pension applications of widows and other dependents of
Civil War veterans who served between 1861 and 1910.

Il Name: :
Roll Name: WE130895-WC130929 https://www.fold3.com/image/312880565




Example WWI Draft Card

My wife’s grandfather — Harry Lee Trollinger, 1887-1967; found on Family Search
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1: K6 FG-3KF?from=lynx1&treeref=MC6B-BXB




Example WWII Enlistment Record

My Father-in-Law Name: Harry B Trollinger
Name (Original): TROLLINGER HARRY B

Event Type: Military Service
Event Date: 21 Jun 1941 |

Event Place: Ft Thomas, Newport, Kentucky, United States

Race: Wittte

Citizenship Status:  citizen

Birth Year: 1918

Birthplace: OHIO

Education Level: 4 years of high school

Civilian Occupation: Retail manager

Marital Status: Single, without dependents
Military Rank: Private
Army Branch: Branch Immaterial - Warrant Officers, USA

Army Component:  Selectees (Enlisted Men)
Source Reference:  Civil Life

Serial Number: 35125754
. Affiliate ARC
Harry Bernard Trollinger, Identifior: 1263923

1918-2003 Box Film Number:  08983.320
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Example KIA / MIA Memorial

http://www.wwiimemorial.com/Registry/plaque tabletsmissing.aspx?honoreelD=798351

6-8-20
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Example KIA WWII: fold3

http://www.wwiimemorial.com/

http://texasmilitaryforcesmuseum.org/36th-infantry-division-roster-wwii/
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Example WWII Casualty List: fold3

https://www.fold3.com/search?keywords=Henry
+F+Barrett&military.conflict=World+War+ll&g
eneral.title.content.collection=world-war-ii-
united-states: World+War+11+-
+(United+States)&place=rel. 148838:United+Sta
testoft+America

27





